CURRICULUM VITAE RAI FRIEDMAN

E-mail: Rai@globalrightsdefenders.org
Phone: +1 604 338 4023

1. Family name: Rai

2. First names: Friedman

3. Date of birth: 23/03/1993

4. Passport holder: Canada, Poland
5. Residence: Canada

6. Education:

Institution
(Date from — Date to)
The University of British

Degree(s) or Diploma(s) obtained,

M.P.P.G.A (Master of Public Policy and Global

Columbia Affairs)
09/2018 — 05/2020
University of Victoria B.A (Anthropology)
09/2011 — 08/2018
6a. Other Education
Institution Certificates

(Date from — Date to)
Carleton University
05/2024 — 06/2024
York Entrepreneurship
Development Institute
09/2023 — 01/2024
Ben-Gurion University
05/2020 — 08/2020

Fieldworker Training and Cross-Cultural Research
Course
Non-Profit Accelerator Program

Global Health Summer Program

7. Language skills: Indicate competence on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 — excellent; 5 — basic)

Language Reading Speaking Writing
English C2 C2 C2
Hebrew Cl Cl Cl
French A2 A2 A2

8. Membership of professional bodies: United Nations Network on Migration; UNHCR
East and Horn of Africa and the Great Lakes Economic Inclusion Working Group; International
Rescue Committee Documentation Campaign Advisory Committee; UN Hamburg Call to Action


mailto:Rai@globalrightsdefenders.org

on Internal Displacement Committee; Strathmore Law School Forced Migration & Displacement
Research Hub

9. Other skills: (e.g. Computer literacy, etc) SPSS, STATA, Kobo Collect; HTML, CSS: MS
Office, Wix, Canva

10. Preset position: Principal Consultant with Rai Friedman Consulting; CEO & Founder of the
Canadian Non-profit Global Rights Defenders

11. Years within the firm: 3 (as an independent consultant)
i. Years within the non-profit: 3

12. Key qualifications:
Key Qualifications:

- Accomplished migration and human rights specialist with over eight years of
experience advancing evidence-based policy, governance reform, and socio-economic
inclusion for displaced populations across East Africa, the Middle East, North America,
Southeast Asia and Europe. Throughout my career, I have provided expert consultancy
to national governments, intergovernmental bodies, and development organizations
(e.g., Global Affairs Canada, Canadian Bar Association, CUSO International), advising
on feminist foreign policy, legal reform, and participatory governance. Lastly, I serve
as a strategic advisor to law faculties and NGOs, guiding the integration of refugee
voices into policy discourse, legal education, and rights-based program design.

- Founder and Executive Director of Global Rights Defenders, an internationally
engaged NGO that operationalizes rights-based, refugee-led solutions through strategic
partnerships with UNHCR, ILO, IRC, Strathmore Law School, and other key
institutions including academic, governmental and civil society based.

- Directed interdisciplinary research initiatives utilizing both qualitative and quantitative
methodologies (STATA, Kobo Collect, FGDs, KlIs, MSR), producing high-impact
insights to guide refugee policy and programming. Thereafter, I spearheaded high-level
advocacy initiatives addressing refugee legal identity, access to justice, and inclusive
digital and economic ecosystems—delivering demonstrable impact within complex
governance contexts such as Kenya’s national refugee frameworks.

- Architect and facilitator of capacity-building programs that have equipped over 50
refugee leaders with advanced competencies in project management, funding literacy,
and leadership—strengthening local agency and institutional sustainability.

- Regularly engaged as a keynote speaker, moderator, and academic contributor at global
policy forums and symposia, including the Women’s Economic Forum, UNHCR
Economic Inclusion Working Group, the Migration Summit, the Global Campus of
Human Rights amongst others.

- Co-authored and submitted policy reports, briefings, and legal analyses to the United
Nations Human Rights Council, national governments, and international NGOs—
contributing to measurable shifts in legal and development policy.



- Widely published in international policy forums and thought leadership platforms such
as DevelopmentAid, Illuminem, and Lawyers Rights Watch Canada, addressing themes
of climate-induced displacement, governance innovation, gender justice, and the right
to be free from arbitrary detention and imprisonment.

13. Specific experience in the region:

Country Date from — Date to
Canada Ongoing
Kenya Mar 2023 - Current
Ethiopia Jan 2021 — Dec 2021
India Sept 2019 — May 2020
Saudi Arabia Sept 2019 — Sept 2022
14. Professional experience
Date Location Company & reference person Position Description
From — (name & contact details)
Date
To
Jan Kenya / Rai Friedman Consulting Policy & Led climate-displacement
2023 — | Canada / Migration policy analysis and
Present | Remote Self-employed as Consultant | migration governance
consultant/mentor/speaker/author publications. Conducted
program evaluations,
stakeholder interviews,
and mixed method
analysis for UNHCR, ILO,
and IRC.
Nov Nairobi, Global Rights Defenders (GRD) Founder & | Founded and lead a
2022 — | Kenya CEO refugee-led NGO focused
Present Emanuel Garavello on rights-based advocacy,
(emanuel.garavello@gmail.com) research, and capacity
development. Manage
partnerships with
UNHCR, ILO, Strathmore
Law School, and others.
Led capacity training
activities with refugees.
Built partnerships with
UNHCR, ILO, and IRC on
resilience-focused
initiatives.
Jan Nairobi, Strathmore Law School Program Developed refugee law
2025 — | Kenya Advisor / curriculum focused on
Present Zayn Aslam zayn.aslam@strathmore.edu | Lecturer localization and resilience.




Built partnerships with
RLOs to support rights in
practice.

Jan Nairobi, WUSC / CRAWN Trust Policy & Produced gender-climate

2024 — | Kenya Advocacy policy briefs. Highlighted

July Winfred Kimeu Consultant | links between digital

2024 winfred@crawntrust.org exclusion and climate
vulnerability. Led
consultations and
presented at Women’s
Economic Forum.

June Nairobi, Connected Learning in Crisis Project Managed UNHCR-funded

2023 — | Kenya Consortium Manager podcast project with

Aug refugee students. Oversaw

2024 Francis Randle budget, coordinated field

randle@unchr.org teams, and supported grant

writing.

Jan Addis CUSO International Policy & Conducted comparative

2021 — | Ababa, Research M&E evaluations on

Dec Ethiopia/ Haragewoin Abebe Consultant | volunteer protection.

2021 Home- haregewoin.abebe@cusointernational.org Advised on policy reform

based at national level.

Sept Rajasthan, | Rajiv Gandhi Institute / UBC Policy Led climate. Induced

2019 — | India Consultant | gender-inclusive policy

May development for socio-

2020 economic resilience.
Focused on enhancing
water access and
promoting gender equity
in drought-affected rural
Rajasthan. This work
included conducting
qualitative evaluations and
facilitating cross-sectoral
exchanges to support
climate adaptation and
inclusive development
planning.

Sept Vancouver, | UBC Centre for Migration Studies Research Supported SSHRC-funded

2018 — | Canada Advisor integration project.

Nov Applied STATA and mixed

2019 methods to assess refugee
resilience in urban Canada.

May Ottawa, Global Aftairs Canada Program Monitored Feminist

2019 — | Canada Coordinator | International Assistance

Wayne Restoule

Policy outcomes and




Aug Wayne.restoule@international.gc.ca analyzed performance

2019 indicators related to
gender, climate, etc.
Produced success stories
and strategic
recommendations.

Jan Vancouver, | AMSSA Policy & Led refugee services

2021 — | Canada Research evaluations. Delivered

Aug Analyst policy recommendations

2021 that addressed socio-
economic vulnerability
and integration.

July Vancouver, | Canadian Bar Association BC Policy Produced public tools and

2022 — | Canada Consultant | submissions on

Aug Rachel Barsky governance and access to

2023 rachelbarsky@gmail.com justice. Strong clarity in
writing and understanding
of legal frameworks.

Jan Vancouver, | VAST Policy & Advocated for refugee

2021 — | Canada Research mental health reform.

June Analyst Created trauma-informed

2021 policy recommendations.

Sept Saudi Lawyers Rights Watch Canada Case Led advocacy campaigns

2019 — | Arabia/ Monitor on civil rights violations.

Sept Home- Gail Davidson Submitted legal

2022 based Justgail@portal.ca recommendations to UN
systems, integrating anti-
corruption and governance
principles.
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1. Articles

Canadian Bar Association, BC Branch. (2023). What We Heard Report: Family Law Act
Modernization  —  Phase 1 [PDF]. Retrieved  June 20, 2025, from
https://cbabc.org/BC/media/docs/responses/2023/What_We Heard Report.pdf

Canadian Bar Association, British Columbia Branch. (n.d.). CBABC Response To Intentions
Paper [PDF]. Canadian Bar Association BC. Retrieved June 20, 2025, from
https://www.cbabc.org/CBAMediaLibrary/cba_bc/pdf/Advocacy/Submissions/CBABC_Respons
e_to_Intentions Paper.pdf

Canadian Bar Association, British Columbia Branch. (n.d.). Lawyers’ Guide To UNDRIP
[PDF]. Canadian Bar Association BC. Retrieved June 20, 2025, from
https://cbabc.org/BC/media/docs/resources/Lawyers-Guide-to-UNDRIP.pdf



https://cbabc.org/BC/media/docs/responses/2023/What_We_Heard_Report.pdf
https://www.cbabc.org/CBAMediaLibrary/cba_bc/pdf/Advocacy/Submissions/CBABC_Response_to_Intentions_Paper.pdf
https://www.cbabc.org/CBAMediaLibrary/cba_bc/pdf/Advocacy/Submissions/CBABC_Response_to_Intentions_Paper.pdf
https://cbabc.org/BC/media/docs/resources/Lawyers-Guide-to-UNDRIP.pdf

Canadian Bar Association, British Columbia Branch. (n.d.). Pronouns In Court Toolkit:
Definitions And Fags [Web toolkit]. Canadian Bar Association BC. Retrieved June 20, 2025,
from https://cbabc.org/resources/practice-tools/pronouns-in-court-toolkit/definitions-and-faqgs/

Canadian Bar Association, British Columbia Branch. (2023, August 14). Submission To The
Law Society Of BC: Inclusive Language Guidelines [PDF]. Canadian Bar Association BC.
Retrieved June 20, 2025, from https://cbabc.org/BC/media/docs/submissions/2023/2023-08-

14 _CBABC-Submission_LSBC-Inclusive-Language-Guide.pdf

Canadian Bar Association, British Columbia Branch. (2023, June 23). CBABC Endorsement
Of Rise Report On Safety In BC Courts [PDF]. Canadian Bar Association BC. Retrieved June 20,
2025, from
https://www.cbabc.org/CBAMediaLibrary/cba_bc/pdf/Advocacy/Submissions/CBABC_Endorse
ment_of Rise Court_Safety Report.pdf

Canadian Bar Association, British Columbia Branch. (2023, June 23). Submission To The
Court Services Branch: Virtual Court Interfaces [PDF]. Canadian Bar Association BC.
Retrieved June 20, 2025, from
https://www.cbabc.org/BC/media/docs/submissions/2023/CBABC-Submission-CSB-Virtual-
Court-Interfaces.pdf
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